To be confirmed at the next meeting
NORTH TURTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 4 March 2024
at The Broadhead Room, St Annes Church, Turton
Present:
Councillor S Danks (in the Chair)

Councillors K Harrison, J Rigby, D Wild, J Rowley and H Dowle
Also present: 
J Smith (Clerk) + 2 members of public
Apologies:     
D Appleby
Prior to the meeting members of the public were given an opportunity to speak. 
One Belmont resident wanted to make the Council aware of the issue with parking on Ryecroft Lane. Belmont School has 20 staff, and they have 16 cars which they park on Ryecroft Lane, which is an unadopted road. The residents are concerned for the condition of the road if the proposed work to the school is carried out. Due to the major planning at the Springside site this could increase the need for school places which could, in turn, could mean the school expanding to accommodate this greater need. Cllr Harrison has met with the Headteacher and Gill Scott (BVRA) who confirmed that the school is not fit for purpose in certain regards. The current staff room is small and can only accommodate a small number of staff and the school years are grouped together as there are only 3 classrooms (Yrs 1&2 / 3&4 / 5&6) The school can currently accommodate 96 children.  Cllr Harrison has contacted Martin Kenny (BwDBC) who stated that there are a number of outstanding reports that are required before a decision can be made. The resident said that they were only made aware of the possible investment in the school through an article in the Lancashire Telegraph which reported that the scheme was revealed in a report by Education boss Cllr Julie Gunn. Cllr Harrison confirmed that there is no possibility of increasing the capacity of the school due to the site not being big enough to accommodate any expansion to the current building. Cllr Rigby explained there was an Education Executive Committee Meeting very soon and she will update the Parish Council if needed.
The other member of the public was the Chair of the CVRA and was attending the meeting to hear the plans for the planters across North Turton.
8193
Matters Arising 

Belmont School Lights - Cllr Harrison has contacted BwDBC who confirmed that the situation is under consideration at the next review and Cllrs Harrison & Rigby are pursuing. Query whether it would need a TRO (Traffic Regulation Order).
Turton Tower Gatehouse Lodge – no update since the last meeting.

Belmont wall collapse – Clerk has received quote for £700 to repair the wall but needs to arrange another quote.

Chapeltown Community Garden update – received 2 quotes for the work on the Cross. Awaiting update from Heritage team at BwDBC before work can start.
8194 
Minutes of the last meeting
Resolved:  That the minutes of the meetings held on 5 February 2024 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.
8195
Declarations of Interest
Noted:  None
8196
Planning Applications
Resolved:  That the Parish Council submit comments (as below) on planning applications 10/24/0122, 10/24/0109, 10/24/0130, 10/24/0131, 10/24/0135, 10/24/0197 and 10/24/0147
8197
Planning Decisions
Noted: Blackburn with Darwen Council’s decisions on planning applications and reassuring to see that the Parish Council and the Planning Department agree again.
8198
Accounts to Pay
Resolved: That cheques be signed to pay the following accounts:

Dave Rowley Landscapes 
Lengthsman February
£1466.66

P R Adams 
February salary  
£  410.00 

J Smith
February salary & expenses
£1042.46
E.ON Next
Electricity for toilets
£    21.26
8199
New Grants and Donations Awarding Policy

Resolved:  The Policy was signed by the Chair.
8200
Grant Application from Edgworth Primary School
Resolved:  The grant application was agreed – payment to be made after April 2024.
8201
Room hire at The Barlow
Agreed:  As room hire has increased and the Clerk works from home, it was agreed that notice would be given to The Barlow on the office space and the Clerk would vacate the office from the end of June as payment has been made until then. The Parish Council will continue to book the library for monthly Council meetings but would re-negotiate the rate for the room to fit in line with the new rates charged to “not for profit” user groups. Clerk to check with the Parish Council’s Insurance providers that there would be no issues with the Chains of Office being held in a secure safe at a different venue (possibly Turton Tower). Cllr Rigby & Wild agreed to help the Clerk to pack up the office before the end of June.
8202
Purchase of plants for planters across North Turton

Agreed:  Last year the total spent on plants across Chapeltown & Edgworth was £362.98. This was split 50/50 between the Horticultural Society and the Parish Council. Belmont were asked if they wanted any plants last year, but apart from some daffodil bulbs, they were happy to maintain their planters themselves.
This year it has been noted that some of the planters in Edgworth are looking very weary and it was agreed that Cllr Dowle will arrange with either the Lengthsman or Phil Broughton (EDHS) to go round Edgworth and assess the state of the planters and remove any that are broken/not being looked after. The planters in Chapeltown are relatively new and they are being well maintained and Cllr Harrison will ask at the next BVRA meeting if Belmont need any plants for their planters this year. It was agreed to set a budget of £250 for the Parish Council’s contribution towards plants for the next financial year.
8203
Correspondence 
Noted:  Correspondence received since the last meeting was read and noted including

· Statements from  Virgin Money
· E-mail from Roger Binks regarding the North Turton Trail route leaflet – Clerk to approach Peak & Northern Footpaths Society to see if they would be interested in reprinting the leaflet
· E-mail from Cllr Appleby regarding website security – agreed to the charge to purchase an electronic security certificate to make the Council’s website more secure and allow visitors to download copies of minutes
· Belmont toilets – agreed that the toilets would be closed while the caretaker is on annual leave
· Appeal Decision – confirmation that the appeal against the decision on application ref 10/23/0145 dated 21 February 2023 was a success.
Cllr Rigby asked the Council for their agreement to the Clerk applying for funding for an initiative that Lancashire Police are running at schools for children around 8/9 years old called Mini Cops. Funding is via Andrew Snowdon, Lancashire’s Police and Crime Commissioner, and it was suggested that 12 children from both Belmont & Edgworth schools be put forward for this – agreed.
As the Parish Council is 50 years old on 1 April 2024 it was suggested that the Parish Councillors celebrate this by going out for a meal – it was agreed to re-book San Marino for Thursday 4 April at 6.30pm.

The resident from Belmont queried whether there would be any grant funding available for the Community Garden in Belmont as he had heard the item regarding the work being done at Chapeltown Community Garden. The funding for Chapeltown was secured, with help from an outside consultant, through the National Lottery Community Fund but their grants are for large building projects and the Belmont group are only looking for smaller contributions, but if they wanted to pursue a larger contribution then the Parish Council would be more than willing to help with any funding bids.
Comments on Planning applications received by 27 February 2024 
10/24/0122
Full Planning Application - Redesign of entrance porch with single storey front extensions including use of associated hardstanding area for outside seating at San Marino Bar Restaurant, Belmont Road

The Parish Council has no objection to this proposed development.

10/24/0109
Full Planning Application - Proposed change of use from residential dwelling (C3a) to residential children’s home (C2) for a maximum of two children (ages 11-17) with two carers sleeping overnight at Grange Cottage, Belmont Road

The Parish Council objects to this planning application on the grounds of the remoteness and the lack of transport as well as whether there is a need for the facility due to Lancashire having a disproportionately high number of OFSTED registered children’s homes and the majority of children accommodated in these homes are from outside the Lancashire area which would have an impact on local services.  If the planning application is granted, then we would hope consideration would be given to applying conditions to say the home must accept children in need of a placement like this from the local area and not those from outside the area. 

10/24/0130
Listed Building Application (Retrospective) - Proposed widening of a doorway, reinstatement of existing windows and enlargement of existing windows at 5 Brandwood Fold, Bolton Road, Turton

The Parish Council has no objection to this proposed development.

10/24/0131
Full Planning Application (Retrospective) - Proposed widening of a doorway, reinstatement of existing windows and enlargement of existing windows at 5 Brandwood Fold, Bolton Road, Turton

The Parish Council has no objection to this proposed development.

10/24/0135
Full Planning Application - Erection of raised decked area from first floor of property and insertion of roof lights within front and rear roof slopes at 36 South View, Belmont

The Parish Council has no objection to this proposed development.

10/24/0197
Full Planning Application - Proposed double storey rear extension and first floor extension above existing double garage at 17 Crowndale, Edgworth

The Parish Council has no objection to this proposed development.

10/24/0147
Full Planning Application - Single-storey infill extension to the front, rear extension with proposed roof lift and external alterations to create first floor living space at 264 Blackburn Road, Edgworth

The Parish Council has no objection to this proposed development.

Next Meeting  
               

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Monday 8 April 2024 at  6.45pm at St Peter’s Church, Belmont. The public and press are invited to attend and to listen. 
…………………………………………………
Signed - Chair 
The meeting closed at 7.55pm
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